
 

 

ά²Ŝ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀȅǎ {Ƙƻƴŀ wƻōƛŜΣ hŦŦƛŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ IŜŀŘ 

of Ceramics at Stephan Welz & Co in Cape Town. 

 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΣέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ unified consensus from the Paintings specialists in Cape Town. The inaugural 

auction of the year saw a 

world record price of R1 

120 000 being achieved 

ŦƻǊ 9Ǌƛƪ [ŀǳōǎŎƘŜǊΩǎ  Still 

Life with Music Score and 

Fruit . This striking work 

was repatriated into the 

country for sale at 

auction along with 

5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ tƻǊǘǿŀȅΩǎ  The 

Red and Mauve . The 

successful sale of these 

pieces proved that South 

African paintings are best 

received in their country 

of origin. Rounding off 

the year was the world 

record price achieved for 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ YŜƴǘǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ 

drawing from the  Felix in 

Exile  series sold by our 

Johannesburg office. The  

 

price of R1 456 000 far 

overshot prices achieved for 

the artist on New York 

Contemporary sales. Both of 

these records are for living 

artists, thus underpinning the 

notion that South African art 

is keeping abreast of the 

international trends. A recent 

{ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎŀƭŜ 

saw a final sale result that 

netted more than double its 

presale total estimate.  

 



 

 

The highlight of the year for South African Paintings at Stephan Welz & Company ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ WI tƛŜǊƴŜŜŦΩǎ  The 

Baobab, Bushveld, Messina  which equalled the South African record of R3 136 000 established a year ago in the same 

auction room. This 

magnificent painting was 

originally sold by the 

company in 1987 for a 

then hefty R38 000. The 

painting proved the 

cornerstone of a well-

rounded South African 

collection which included, 

amongst other notables, 

Pieter Wenning and JEA 

Volschenk. 

 

 

Ian Hunter, Head of 

Paintings in Cape Town, 

ǎŀȅǎΥ άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

showing by the South 

African Masters, we have 

great interest, and in many 

cases set new records, for long established Contemporary Artists such as Cilliers-Barnard, Hodgins, Kentridge, 

Laubscher, Pinker and Stopforth.έ 

 

 

Decorative Arts also saw new 

records across various 

departments. South African 

ceramics have consistently bettered 

their achievements and a record 

price of R39 200 was reached for a 

bŜǎǘŀƘ aƻƭŜŦŜ wƻǊƪŜΩǎ 5ǊƛŦǘ ǾŀǎŜΦ 

English ceramics have also 

continued from strength to strength 

and in November a Wedgewood 

Fairyland Lustre vase sold for a 

resounding R56 000.  

 

ά{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŎŜ 

again demonstrated that they are 

on par with their international 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛŜǎΦ wƻǊƪŜΩǎ 5ǊƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ 

Linnware proved some of the 

largest draw cards and appealed to 

the local collectors with a strong 



ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ {Ƙƻƴŀ wƻōƛŜ. 

 

The Silver Department has 

also gone from strength to 

strength this year with an 

average of 93% successful 

sales achieved at each 

auction. 

 

 

South African furniture has 

continued to establish 

records and consistent high 

prices. Contemporary 

furniture proved increasingly 

popular punctuated with an 

Arne Jacobsen Egg Chair and 

Ottoman that sold for R123 

200. 

 

 

Other highlights for the year 

also include: 

 

 A new South African record for Maurice van Essche; �����Œ�Œ�Ç�]�v�P���š�Z���������Ç�[�•�������š���Z�� sold for R728 000 in February 

  wстн ллл ŦƻǊ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ tƛƴƪŜǊΩǎ Suntan, a new World Record for the artist  

 A rare gouache by CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ¢ƛƳǇǎƻƴ LΩhƴǎ  Grahamstown Road  which was knocked down at R87 360 

  Cecil SkotƴŜǎΩ  Three Standing Figures  sold for R886 704 

 tƛŜǘŜǊ ²ŜƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ  Geboue Met Bome  sold for R784 000 

 A 11.0750ctssolitaire diamond ring sold for R806 400 

 A Chinese celadon nephrite carving of Guanyin sold for R268 800 

 

Specialists in both Cape Town and Johannesburg are looking forward to 2010 and another successful year of auctions in 

an increasingly competitive market. 

 


